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Spring Home Dedications
On Saturday, March 25, Habitat for Humanity of Chester County congratulated five new homeowner
families at a home dedication ceremony. Volunteers, sponsors, local dignitaries, and other supporters gathered
on Community Lane in Coatesville to join in the celebration and offer their best wishes.
Speaking at the event were State Senator Andy Dinniman; State Representative Harry Lewis; Coatesville
City Council Vice President, Marie Lawson; Director of the Chester County Department of Community
Development, Pat Bokovitz; and representatives from companies that partnered financially with Habitat to
build these homes. Everyone could agree that it was more than the completion of five houses that made the day
special, but instead what having a home signified for the families who worked hard for this new opportunity.
Homeowners were presented with certificates of achievement and recognition from the Coatesville City
Council and Representative Lewis, as well as hand-painted flower pots to adorn their new front porches and
gardens from volunteer, Ben Trainor. Additionally, they received the traditional hammer and Bible
representing Habitat’s Theology of the Hammer, which states that despite our differences, the hammer can be
used as an instrument to manifest God’s love. After the ceremony, the new homeowners happily talked with
those in attendance and even opened up their homes for viewing.
Thank you to our sponsors and volunteers, whose continued monies and labor makes these families’ dreams
of homeownership a reality. Future neighbors are hard at work on their Habitat homes for settlement in the
next year, but your financial support is still needed to continue to build Community Lane!
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Girls Sweep Build a House...Build a Dream Contest

The winners (pictured above from top left to right) are:
1st place: Ally & Grace from Garnet Valley
2nd place: Maggie & Courtney from Hillendale
3rd place: Marley & Katie from Swarthmore Rutledge
Fan Favorite: Caeli & Violet from Swarthmore Rutledge

On Saturday, March 18,
fifth-graders from across the
Delaware Valley competed in
the fourteenth annual Build a
House...Build
a
Dream
contest for kids, sponsored by
Fox & Roach Charities.
This year’s entries were
especially creative; judges
saw an Olympic-themed
house, a spaceship house, and
several that were constructed
using tree trunks. Spectators
even joined in on the fun by
awarding a house the title of
“Fan Favorite.”
Through sponsorships and
raffles, over $14,500 was
raised for the construction of
affordable housing in Chester
County.
Details regarding the 2018
contest will be posted this
summer on www.hfhcc.org.

Checking in with 2017 Homeowners
This year’s homeowners are eager to help in any way that they can! In
addition to completing their sweat equity at the construction site, you may
spot a future homeowner at a community event or lending a hand on a
busy day at the ReStore. Since they began their sweat equity at the end of
March, this group of six has completed an average of 91 hours out of their
total 200 needed! These families are working hard for this incredible
homeownership opportunity and we know how grateful they are for our
community’s continued support!
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A Great Day to Putt Fore Habitat
Despite the sudden heat wave, it was a beautiful day for golf at the fourteenth annual Driving to Build golf
outing on June 12 at French Creek Golf Club. Fun was had by all as foursomes competed in chipping, longest
drive, straightest drive, and closest to the pin contests on a beautiful course. Overall, $25,000 was raised in
support of Habitat’s mission to build decent, affordable housing in Chester County. The success of the event
would not have been possible without the support of the golfers and generous sponsors.
Event Sponsor:

Cocktail Party Sponsor:
Closest to the Pin Sponsor:
Brandywine Valley HVAC
Fox Rothschild
Beverage Cart Sponsors: Chipping Contest Sponsor:
Phillips Mushroom Farms
RAM-T Corporation
Rainer & Co.
Driving Range Sponsors:
Snack Table Sponsors:
Pennoni Associates
Drew & Dee Bilotta
Tague Lumber
Rick & Robin Gasloli
MacElree Harvey, Ltd.
Putting Green Sponsors:
Meridian Bank
The Law Office
T.O. Epps & Associates
of Jack D. Wuerstle
WSFS Financial
Radnor Benefits Group
Vehicle Sponsor:
Audi West Chester

Straightest Drive Sponsor:
The Bourbon Trailblazers

Longest Drive Sponsor:
Viwinco

ReStore 15th Anniversary Celebration
On Saturday, May 20, the Caln and Kennett Square ReStores hosted
a day-long birthday celebration and sale.
In addition to a 15% off sale, customers were given a chance to win
great raffle items (like the chair depicted at right), fun giveaways, and
lots of snacks, including a birthday cake! While children at the Kennett
store were treated to the talents of an amazing local face painter, the
Caln store shoppers were given great ideas for re-purposing common
ReStore finds into timeless new pieces by the very skilled and creative
Denise from Jo-Ann Fabrics.
Since the Caln ReStore opened in 2002 and the Kennett Square
ReStore, ten years later, they together have funded the construction of
sixteen Habitat homes and diverted 828 tons of useable goods from the
landfill. In 2017, the ReStores are expected to contribute enough funds
to build another Habitat home!
www.hfhcc.org
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Volunteer Spotlight
Bernie Coley
If you have ever volunteered at Habitat, Bernie Coley
probably knows your name, though you may not know his.
Bernie has been volunteering at Habitat for fifteen years. While
still working full-time, he spent one Saturday a month at the
construction site, but then began spending his Saturdays at the
ReStore assisting with incoming donations. Not one to sit idle,
upon his retirement Bernie immediately began volunteering
weekly at the Habitat administrative office and at several other
local organizations (and even got a part-time job pouring craft
beer).
In all of his volunteer roles, Bernie has quickly become an
important member of the Habitat team, especially in his current
role as assistant to the marketing and volunteer departments.
Though his primary responsibility is recording volunteer hours
and maintaining the volunteer database, Bernie assists with
anything needed around the office.
Though he has seen a lot at Habitat over the years, one of Bernie’s fondest moments is his first encounter
with the Build a House...Build a Dream event. “One of the most rewarding experiences was seeing the
creative houses the children came up with…Just seeing how building a community can encompass everyone
in it, including the children who reside there, and how it is beneficial for everyone to be a part of building
affordable housing in the community.”
Want to join Bernie and volunteer at Habitat? Visit www.hfhcc.org/volunteer to see what opportunities are
available.
www.hfhcc.org
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