Site Lines
On Thursday, October 26, Habitat for
Humanity of Chester County officially broke
ground on its 150th affordable home, thanks
to an anonymous local donor and the
Constance and Carl Ferris Charitable
Operating Foundation.
Habitat
volunteers,
sponsors,
and
community members gathered at the site of
the future home on 400 Community Lane,
Coatesville, to reflect on the last 149 homes
and
celebrate
the
future
of
the
organization. Commissioner Kathi Cozzone
called the community, “an incredible return
on investment” on the Community
Development Block Grant that the county
awarded to Habitat in 2011 to cover the cost
of infrastructure work in the neighborhood.
Habitat Executive
(from left to right) Mike Boyd, from State Senator Andy Dinniman’s office; Chester She then presented
County Commissioner,Kathi Cozzone; Habitat Board of Directors President,
Director, Chip Huston, with a citation
Charles Whitford; Amber Little, from State Representative Harry Lewis’office and
recognizing this milestone achievement.
Habitat homeowner; as well as Pat Bokovitz, Director of the Chester County
This home is part of the Cambria Terrace
Department of Community Development. Photo courtesy of Tom Brown.
neighborhood in Coatesville, located at the
site of a former housing project that was torn down in 2000. Once completed, there will be 68 Habitat homes
in the community. Department of Community Development (DCD) Director, Pat Bokovitz said that the
revitalization of this neighborhood was a “great example of what’s next for the city.”
The homeowner for the 150th home has already been selected and has been hard at work completing two
hundred sweat equity hours helping to build the neighborhood. As construction begins on the home, it is
expected that the family will move in by the middle of 2018.
At the conclusion of the groundbreaking ceremony, Wells Fargo presented Habitat a check to fund two
additional homes in 2018, marking a promising start to the next 150 Habitat homes!

For many of us, the word
home evokes a very particular
feeling. Home is a place
where we feel unwavering
comfort and safety.
But due to increasing rent,
for some, home can mean a
different apartment each year.
Home can be a place where
Mom sleeps on the couch and several siblings share the only bedroom.
Home can mean paying over a thousand dollars a month for a poorly
maintained, one-bedroom apartment.
Unfortunately, these living conditions are all too common for lowincome residents of Chester County. With rental costs climbing, Habitat’s
affordable mortgage can be the hand up that a family needs to make their
home a more comfortable, safer, and stable one.
Your gift today will provide a step towards independence and a sense of
pride for a local family. When you donate this giving season, your
donation will be matched by a generous local donor, doubling its impact!
Your kindness can make a lasting impact on the lives of your neighbors.

Build a House...Build a Dream! contest for kids is back for its fifteenth
year! On Saturday, March 17, 2018, Habitat, along with founding sponsor
Fox & Roach Charities, will present the annual contest at Church Farm
School in Exton.
This contest challenges fifthgrade students from across the
Delaware
Valley
to
work
individually or with a partner to
construct a three-dimensional
model of their dream home. On the
morning of March 17, contestants
will bring their model homes to
Church Farm School for judging.
Prizes will be awarded to the top
three entries, but raffles, snacks,
and fun are promised for all who
attend!
Registration is free and open to
any fifth-grade student. Full
contest details and registration are
available
on
www.hfhcc.org/
buildahouse2018. For volunteer or
sponsorship opportunities, contact
Kate at katie@hfhcc.org.
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This fall, the Wells Fargo Housing Foundation announced that Habitat for Humanity of Chester County was
selected, with other nonprofits across the country, to receive their Priority Markets Program grant. This grant
supports organizations that work to “...remove barriers to sustainable housing in low- and moderate-income
communities,” making Habitat a perfect fit for this initiative.
Since its start in 1993, the Wells Fargo Housing Foundation has donated more than $190 million to
organizations in support of affordable housing. Habitat for Humanity of Chester County was one of fortyseven organizations awarded this grant, and the only one in Pennsylvania.
Stephen Briggs and Michael Dankowski from Wells Fargo presented the “big check” to Habitat Executive
Director, Chip Huston, and Habitat Board of Directors President, Charles Whitford, on the day that Habitat
broke ground on its 150th home to mark an exciting future for the organization. The grant for $160,000 will be
used to build two new Habitat homes on Community Lane in 2018.
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Looking for the perfect holiday gift for the beer lover in your life?
Nine local breweries in Chester County have teamed up to offer the
Building a Thirst brewery ticket book benefitting Habitat for
Humanity.
Inside each booklet are a total of nine tickets redeemable for one
free beer at each participating brewery between January 1 and
September 3, 2018. Ticket books will go on sale this month for $40
and are available for purchase on certain days at many of the
participating breweries. Visit www.hfhcc.org for information on these
dates and locations.
Proceeds from the sale of the ticket books will be used to build
affordable housing in Chester County. We are grateful to this group of fantastic Chester County breweries:





Conshocken Brewing Company (coming in



early 2018 to Phoenixville!)



Crowded Castle Brewing Company
Kennett Brewing Company
La Cabra Brewing





Levante Brewing Company
Locust Lane Craft Brewery
Root Down Brewing Company
Sly Fox Brewing Company
Stable 12 Brewing Company

P.O. Box 1452, Coatesville, PA 19320

The construction of Habitat homes relies heavily on
volunteers, especially the “regulars,” who give their time
every week. Fortunately for us, not only do we have several of
these remarkable volunteers, but many of them have been
volunteering on a weekly basis for well over five years. But
unlike most of our construction volunteers, when Tony Basilio
started volunteering at Habitat he was very familiar working
at a job site. Upon graduating with a degree in chemistry from
St. Joseph’s University, he worked as a carpenter at his
family's business for seven years until he found a job in his
field of study, seemingly leaving his construction days behind
him.
Years later, while working at DuPont, he was encouraged to
volunteer alongside his co-workers, but was looking for a new
opportunity that would allow him to get outside and work
with his hands. When an opening at the local Habitat for
Humanity affiliate arose, he eagerly signed up and began to lead groups of coworkers on build days. After
retiring in 2007, he quickly joined the crew of regular Habitat volunteers closer to his home in Chester
County, saying that it was a natural step for him after retirement, “I had skills, so I wanted to give back.”
When asked why he has continued volunteering for ten years, he mentioned how much he enjoys his time with
the other volunteers, staff, and homeowners, saying “We’re all here for a common purpose. You’re not going
to find a greater group of people to work with.”

